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[Or Phonics play website (free games)]



Our approach to phonics 

- Follow the Read Write Inc phonics programme

- Within the programme children learn sounds and the letters, or the 
group of letters they need to represent the ‘44 speech sounds’

- Three sets of ‘speed sounds’

- High frequency words that are not phonetically decodable are taught 
as ‘tricky words’ (red words)

- Phonics books closely match the children’s phonics knowledge as they 
progress through EYFS and Year 1



Sounds are taught in a set order



Terminology
Fred talk – the teacher says the sounds 

in the word and the children say the 
word. As the children are more 

confident they can ‘fred talk’ with the 
teacher.



Terminology
Fred fingers – pinch a finger as you 

say the sounds.



Terminology
Fred in your head – the teacher 

holds up the word to give the 
children time to mime the sounds, 

the word is pushed forward as a 
signal that the whole word can be 

said out loud.



Speed sound lesson (in Year 1)
Part 2

- Hide the new sound in the pack of sounds you have already reviewed

- Green words:

- Fred talk

- Fred in your head

- Read the word

-Write the words with the sound you have taught using the same 
process (say the word out loud, fred talk and pinch the sounds, write 
the word, tick or fix the word). Put the words in a sentence.



Assessment
Each half term the children will complete a RWI assessment (with an adult 1:1) to 
assess which reading colour book they are on and which sounds they know. It will also 
show you which children are confident to blend words.



Useful website:

 www.ruthmiskin.com/parents


