
 

 

 

 

 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW FOR Y5   
  

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Principal  
Themes  

Science: Earth and Beyond 

Geography: Active Earth  
History: The Anglo-Saxons  History: The Ancient Maya 

Reading: Forests  
Geography: Forest Biomes 

Reading: Persecution of Jews 

in WW2  

Geography: Mexico   
Science: Life cycles; 

reproduction of animals and 

plants  

Reading: Diversity  
Science/PSHE: Growing and 

changing  

Class Reader  Asha and the Spirit Bird 

Jasbinder Bulan  
The 1000-year-old Boy 

Ross Welford  
Explorer  
Katherine Rundell  

When Hitler Stole Pink  
Rabbit  
Judith Kerr  
  

Esperanza Rising 

Pam Munoz Ryan  
Daisie Chung Does Not Do  
Maths  
Maisie Chan  

Writing  
Curriculum  

Writing to Entertain:  
Classic fiction:  Science 
Fiction (War of the Worlds) 
Writing to Inform:  
Report:  The Christchurch  
Earthquake  
Explanation: What happens 

when a volcano erupts?  

Writing to Entertain:  
Narrative fiction: Beowulf  
Poetry - tbc  
Writing to Inform:  
Discovery of the Sutton Hoo 
treasure  
  

Writing to Entertain:  
Historical narrative fiction: 
Based on Class Reader 
Writing to Inform:  
 Explanation: What is Pok-
atok?  
Writing to Persuade: 

Chichen Itza – Promotional 

film voiceover for this tourist 

destination  

Writing to Entertain:  
Poetry - tbc  
Writing to Inform:  
Non-chronological report – 
rainforest species  
Writing to Discuss:  
Should Graffiti be legalised?  

Writing to Entertain:  
Poetry – tbc  
Narrative fiction: Coco  
Writing to Inform:  
Non-chronological report –  
Day of the Dead  
  

Writing to Entertain: 
Narrative fiction: Based on 
class reader  
Writing to Discuss: The 
school curriculum  
Writing to Persuade: Invite a 
diversity champion  
  

  

Guided  
Reading Texts  

HG wells – War of the  
Worlds  
Tsunami 2004  
The race for Everest  
Helen Sharman   
Mt Everest   

The Staffordshire Hoard  
Anglo-Saxon Boy – Tony  
Bradman  
The Last Kingdom – Bernard  
Cornwell  
Anglo-Saxon Crime and 
Punishment  
King Alfred & the cakes  

The Old Forest (Lord of the  
Rings) – JRR Tolkien  
Stranded 38 days  
Dawn in the rainforest  
Frederick Catherwood  
  

  

Anne Frank’s Diary  
Kristallnacht  
The Holocaust  
Rose Blanche  
Boy in the striped Pyjamas  
  

  

Javier Hernandez biography  
Salma Hayek biography  
Mexico City  
Building a wall  
Performance Poem tbc   

Diversity Champions:  
Charlotte du Jardin  
Grayson Perry  
Billie Eilish  
Stephen Hawking  
Ellie Simmonds  
  

Maths   Place Value & Number  
Sequences (3 wks);  
Addition & Subtraction (2 
wks);   
Multiplication & Division A  
(1 wk);  

Multiplication & Division A  
(2 wks);   
Fractions A (4 wks);  

Multiplication & Division A (3 
wks);   
Fractions B (2 wks);  
Decimals & Percentages (1 

wk);   

Decimals & Percentages (2 
wks);   
Measurement – Perimeter  
and Area (2 wks); 

Statistics (1 wk);  

Shape (3 wks);  
Position & Direction (2 wks);  
Decimals (1 wk);  
    

Decimals (2 wks);  
Negative Numbers (1 wk);  
Converting Units (2 wks);  
Volume (1 wk);  

 Science     Earth and Space   Properties and changes of 

materials (1)  
Forces  Living things in their 

environment     
Properties and changes of 

materials (2)  
Animals inc humans  
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History   
   

   Anglo Saxons  

West Stow Trip  
 The Ancient Maya          

 

Geography   
   

Active Earth: Earthquakes, 

volcanoes and mountains    
     The Forest Biome  Mexico:   

(An area of North America)  
   

Art   Drawing:   
David Hockney  
Hokusai  

Talking Textiles: Weaving  
Belinda Downes  
T ammy Kanat   

Painting: Pointillism  
George Seurat, Camille  
Pissaro, Robert Delaunay,  
Chuck Close  

Printing   
Stencil (Banksy)  
William Morris Digital  

3D: Alberto Giacometti,  
Anthony Gormley  
Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera,   

Drawing: Natural Forms   

Mixed Media/Collage: 

Jeannie Baker  

DT     Structures:  

Bridges   
  Mechanisms/Mechanical   

Systems: Sling Shot Car   
  Electrical Systems:  

Doodlers   

RE    CHRISTIANITY - Why is the 

gospel such good news for 

Christians?   

ISLAM - What does the 

Qur’an reveal to Muslims 

about Allah and his 

guidance?   

HINDUISM – What spiritual 

pathways to Moksha are 

written about in Hindu 

scriptures?   

CHRISTIANITY – Why do 

Christians think being a 

pilgrim is a good analogy for 

life itself?   

CHRISTIANITY - What is the 
great significance of the  
Eucharist for Christians?   

BUDDHISM – How did  
Buddha teach his followers 

to find enlightenment   

PSHE   
   

1. Being Me in My World   2. Celebrating Difference   3. Zones of Regulation  4. Healthy Me   
Dreams and Goals   

5. Relationships   6 . Changing Me   

PE   Fitness   
Swimming   

Dance   
Swimming   

Dance  
Gymnastics   

Netball   
Basketball   

Tennis   
Athletics   

Cricket  

Rounders   

Music   Clarinet   Clarinet    Clarinet   Clarinet   Clarinet   Clarinet   

ICT   Unit 5.1 Coding   5.2 Online Safety   5.3 Spreadsheets   5.4 Databases   5.5 Game Creator   5.6 Modelling   

MFL   Les animaux   Les vetements   La nourriture  En ville   En Vacances  Chez moi  

Enrichment   West Stow Anglo-Saxon  
Village    

Clarinet  Performance       Clarinet performance  
Cambridge Mosque or  
Buddhist Temple tbc  

Thorpe Woodlands trip  

Theatre Visit  
WCET Clarinet performance 

at external venue for 

parents.   

  

 
As Avid Readers we will: read a range of high quality, age-appropriate texts linked to our topics. 

To develop our desire to be Global Citizens we will be: learning about the history and culture of ancient Maya; exploring issues around forest conservation and climate change; learning about and showing respect 

for Christian, Hindu and Buddhist beliefs, practices and cultures; exploring what it means to be a member of our school community; learning about the importance of respecting other’s cultures and experiences; 

continuing to learn French. 

In becoming Bold Adventurers, we will: learn about taking safe risks and overcoming obstacles; learning how to swim or improving swimming techniques; exploring survival techniques needed when near water; 

visiting places of worship and meeting believers to find out more about world faiths. 

As Healthy Champions, physically and, we will be: following the Jigsaw scheme to explore issues linked to both our physical and mental health; learning about our bodies in PHSE and science; participating in a 

range of physical activities in PE; valuing our own experiences and beliefs in RE. 

 


