
Norton CEVC Primary School

Progression
In Writing



The following document provides exemplification of 
writing through the school. 

Each term, children complete the same independent 
writing task, which is assessed by their teachers. Sample 
judgements are then moderated by the staff as a whole. 
These assessed pieces are used in conjunction with the 
child’s class work to inform the assessment level which is 
shared with parents.

Apart from an identical teaching input across the school, 
the children from Early Years to Year 6 carry out this task 
independently. 

Presented here are examples of how the children’s writing 
develops across the year, along with a commentary which 
aims to set out how specifically each piece of writing 
matches the year group’s assessment criteria.

We hope it will provide a useful insight into what is 
expected for each child.



Year 1
Year 1
Writing



Year 1 – Autumn 1st Half Term

Characteristics of Year 1 writing evidenced:
- The use of simple sentence structures,  which show an awareness of finger 

spacing, capital letters at the start of sentences, full stops at the end of 
sentences.

- Lower case and capital  letters are correctly formed, starting and finishing in 
the correct place with a degree of consistency.

- The child was able to read their own writing to check it made sense.
- Use  of –s to form regular plurals



Year 1 – Autumn 2nd Half Term

Characteristics of Year 1 writing evidenced:
- The use of simple sentence structures,  which show an awareness of finger 

spacing, capital letters at the start of sentences, full stops at the end of 
sentences.

- Lower case and capital  letters are mostly correctly formed, starting and 
finishing in the correct place with a degree of consistency.

- The child was able to read their own writing to check it made sense.
- Most Y1 Common Exception words spelt correctly: I, to, the, and, me (mi for 

my; sum for some)



Year 1
Year 2
Writing



Year 2 Autumn 1st Half Term

Characteristics of Year 2 writing evidenced:
- Emergent narrative, showing a basic understanding of past/present. 
- Most sentences demarcated with capital letters and full stops
- Correct spellings of many words and plausible attempts at others (verry, 

skarey, iskating, playgrand, smoove, avencher, avenchlea etc).
- Most lower case and capital letters formed correctly, starting and finishing in 

the right place; handwriting shows consistency
- Changes have been made independently by the child
- Spacing between words reflects the size of the letters
Next steps:
- Join clauses with coordination (eg, and, but, so) and some subordination 

(when, because, as, if, that)
- Narrative will become more coherent



Year 2 Autumn 2nd Half Term



Year 2 – Autumn 2nd Half Term

Characteristics of Year 2 writing evidenced:
- Emergent narrative, showing a basic understanding of past/present. 
- Most sentences demarcated with capital letters and full stops
- Correct spellings of many words and plausible attempts at others (very, 

skarey, iskating, playgrand, smoove, avencher, avenchlea etc).
- Most lower case and capital letters formed correctly, starting and finishing in 

the right place; handwriting shows consistency
- Changes have been made independently by the child
- Spacing between words reflects the size of the letters
Next steps:
- Join clauses with coordination (eg, and, but, so) and some subordination 

(when, because, as, if, that)
- Narrative will become more coherent



Year 1
Year 3
Writing



Year 3 – Autumn 1st Half Term

Characteristics of Year 3 writing evidenced:
- Writing shows an understanding of purpose and audience: ‘…suddenly I 

heard a rustling in the trees’; ‘I blinked and thought I was dreaming’; 
- Awareness of structure of different text types(phrases used to move the 

narrative onwards): ‘Once upon a time…’,  ‘…when suddenly…’’ ‘’’as the 
dragon grew up…’

- Some  ambitious word choices: ‘rustled’, ’wandering’, ‘adopted’
- Child  is beginning to create characters and plot in this narrative: ‘…a tiny 

small babby dragon. It had green scales…as the dragon grew up he got 
meaner and meaner’

- Some use of subordination with subordinating conjunctions: ‘…when I 
looked’, ‘as the dragon grew up’,  ‘until he grew up’.

- Some  prefix and suffix words spelt correctly: rustling, decided, wandering



Year 3 – Autumn 2nd Half Term

Characteristics of Year 3 writing evidenced:
- Writing shows an understanding of the structure of different text types : ‘On 

Friday afternoon,’ In the morning’, ‘Before that’, ‘Then’,  ‘After that’
Next steps:
- Use a greater range of conjunctions to join ideas in a sentence (as,  because,  

when, if, while etc)
- Use a fuller  range of punctuation: ! ? Commas for lists
- Use a neat, joined handwriting style
- Independently proofread and check for errors (eg pancake and pancake; 

aftnoon and after)
- Start to organise ideas into sections or paragraphs



Year 1
Year 4
Writing



Year 4 – Autumn 1st Half Term



Year 4 – Autumn 1st Half Term

Characteristics of Year 4 writing evidenced:
- Writing uses a consistent  and appropriate narrative structure
- Although not all parts are fully developed, writing evidences a clear beginning, 

middle and end
- Character description is well-developed: ‘…they replied with a smirk’; ‘…my 

heart was pounding so fast it was hard to breathe’; ‘I could smell the blood and 
its breath’ etc

- The past tense is consistently used throughout this narrative
- Some expanded noun phrases are used: ‘a faraway land’, ‘secret missions’, the 

volcano known as erupter’, ‘everything that I needed’…
- Some spellings with prefixes and suffixes spelt correctly: replied, automatically, 

finally, hugged, realised, missions; common homephones (there, where) spelt 
correctly

- Handwriting is neat, fluent and mostly joined
Next steps:
- Writing needs to be organised into paragraphs around a theme
- Writing needs to exhibit the use of fronted adverbials: ‘As quick as a flash, …’; 

‘Through the trees, …’; ‘Silently, …’ 
- Writing needs to show a greater range of the punctuation introduced in 

previous years: ? ! Commas to mark clauses, commas for lists)
- Writing lacks proofreading – many sentences run together without punctuation



Year 4 – Autumn 2nd Half Term



Year 4 – Autumn 2nd Half Term

Characteristics of Year 4 writing evidenced:
- Non-fiction recount of a ‘great day’ uses a consistent and appropriate 

structure
- Writing is organised into paragraphs
- Past tense is consistently applied throughout this piece
- Fronted adverbials are used as cohesive devices to link and structure ideas: 

‘First… ; After that… ; When we got there… ; After a bit… ; When we 
finished…

- Expanded noun phrases are used to add detail: ‘…a fabulous expression on 
my face’; ‘…that glorious taste of yumminess’ 

- (Inconsistent) Use of inverted commas to mark direct speech
- Some words with suffixes and prefixes spelt correctly: romantic, fabulous, 

expression
- Words from the Year 3 and 4 National Curriculum Word List spelt correctly: 

first, after, whole, brother, across, favourite, colours
- Use of coordinating and subordinating conjunctions (when, so, and, 

Next steps:
- Use commas to mark fronted adverbials
- Proof read to identify the sentences which run together 



Year 1
Year 5
Writing



Year 5 - Autumn 1st Half Term

Characteristics of Year 5 writing evidenced:
- Writing shows an awareness  of audience, and the structure of the text is 

carefully managed. Handwriting is clear, joined and legible
- Characters are described to consciously engage the reader: ‘Evelyn, who 

absolutely loved collecting figurines, …’; ‘…begged Evelyn.’4
- Dialogue is used with increasing confidence
- Ideas are organised into clear sections/paragraphs
- Linking words/phrases used between sentences/paragraphs: ‘When she got to 

the woods, …’; ‘Evelyn’,  said her mother one morning’.
- Use of a relative clause: ‘Evelyn, who absolutely loved collecting figurines, …’
- Modal verb used to indicate degrees of possibility/probability: ‘…won’t…’
- Full range of punctuation from previous year groups exhibited (? ! , “  “ )
- Commas used to indicate parenthesis, ‘…, who absolutely  loved collecting, …‘



Year 5 – Autumn 1st Half Term

Further characteristics of Year 5 writing evidenced:
- Correct spelling of words featuring prefixes and suffixes: activities, 

favourite,  instructor, 
- Subordination: ‘Before I go on, …’;  It is a bit annoying though because

when we ….
Next steps:
- Correct spelling of words on the Year 5 & 6 National Curriculum Word 

List, ie more ambitious use of vocabulary
- Paragraphs are clearly demarked



Year 1
Year 6
Writing



Year 6 – Autumn 1st Half Term



Year 6 – Autumn 1st Half Term

Characteristics of Year 6 writing evidenced:
- Writing appropriate to purpose and audience
- Attempts to select vocabulary that reflects the level of formality 

required:  commence, stamina, tempted
- Attempts to select grammatical structures: relative clause ‘..Anderson 

had a ring on, which was very precious to  him, that his grandpa gave 
him before he passed’.

- Writing employs different cohesive devices, within and across 
sentences and paragraphs:  ‘After he had finished The Lord of the Rings 
series, …’;  ‘The first place he checked…’;  ‘So the adventure 
commence[d]’

- Use of passive voice: He got pulled in’
- A range of punctuation used for effect, mostly accurately: ! ? , …
- Use of commas for clarity: ‘It was shaking, jumping about…’
- Punctuation for parenthesis: ‘..Anderson had a ring on, which was very 

precious to  him, that his grandpa gave him before he passed’.
- Legibility, fluency and speed of handwriting maintained
Next steps:
- Use of semi-colons and colons
- Use a wider range of clause structures, sometimes varying their 

position within a sentence
- Evidence of correctly-spelt words from the National Curriculum Year 5 

& 6 Word List 
- Deliberate attempts to  build atmosphere, and integrate dialogue to 

convey character and enhance the action



Year 6 – Autumn 2nd Half Term



Year 6 – Autumn 2nd Half Term

Characteristics of Year 6 writing evidenced:
- Writing appropriate to  audience and purpose
- Well-constructed paragraphs
- Writing creates a sense of atmosphere:  ‘On the first day we were shattered 

so dropped on our cosy beds’; ‘… speeding down bumpy slopes with the 
wind gnawing at my face…’

- Use of a greater range of cohesive devices including adverbials, within and 
across sentences and paragraphs:  Unsurprisingly, …; Taking in the scenic 
view, we…;  On the first day,  …;  A few minutes later,…; Luckily…

- Use of passive voice: ‘…we were split like butter…’
- Use of modal verbs: ‘…how long it would take to  arrive…’; ‘…we could have 

all the drinks we could want’;  But a memory I would never forget…’
- Use of a  wider range of clause structures: ‘Taking in the scenic view,  we…’;  

To my liking, we could…’; ‘Unsurprisingly, …’
- Some higher level punctuation: commas for clauses; brackets for  

parenthesis

Next steps:
- Use of semi-colon and colon
- Use commas to mark fronted adverbial phrases


