
 

 

 

SCHOOL CHARGES AND REMISSIONS 

   

A. General 

 

1. The Authority recognises the valuable contribution which a wide range of activities,  
including educational visits and residential experiences, can make towards pupils’ personal and 
social education.  Such activities should be seen as an integral part of a broad and balanced 
curriculum for all pupils. 

 

2. The Authority aims to encourage and promote such activities within a general policy 
framework which offers maximum flexibility to Governing Bodies, and headteachers and their staff, 
to provide opportunities appropriate to the needs of their pupils and to local circumstances. 

 

B. Charges 

 

3. The Authority reserves the right to make a charge for the following activities     
organised by the Education Department: 

 

(i) those organised for pupils outside of school hours or otherwise deemed to be an optional 
extra as defined in the Education Reform Act; 

 

(ii) those involving a board and lodging element and deemed to be within school hours; 
 

(iii) individual instrumental tuition which takes place within school hours, unless it forms part 
of the syllabus of a prescribed public examination or the National Curriculum; 

 

(iv) those involving the purchase or hire of instruments, materials, equipment and clothing 
(or the provision of them by pupils or parents) in cases where it has discretion so to do. 

 

4. Where a pupil has not been prepared for a public examination by a school, the Authority may 
make a charge for the cost of entering the pupil for the examination if previously agreed by the 
parents. 
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5. If a pupil fails without good reason to complete the examination requirements for any public 
examination for which the Authority has paid (or is liable to pay) an entry fee then the Authority 
may recover the fee from the parent. 

 

6. Where the Governing Body of a school makes a charge in respect of an activity provided by the 
school for which provision is included in the school’s budget share, the Authority will take account 
in its resource allocation formula of the relevant proportion of the income accruing to the school 
for that activity. 

 

7. Nothing in this policy statement precludes the Authority from inviting parents to make voluntary 
contributions towards the cost of providing education for pupils. 

 

 

 

C. Remissions 
 

8. Where the parents of a pupil are in receipt of:- 
 

 
• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided the parents are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and has an 
annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after qualification for Working Tax Credit has ended 

• Universal Credit - for applications on or after 1 April 2018 the household income must be less 
than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits) 

Note, this is in line with Suffolk County Council’s criteria for receiving income-related free school 

meals 

 

     the Local Education authority will remit in full the cost of board and lodgings for any residential 
activity that it organises for the pupil if the activity is deemed to take place within school hours 
or where it forms part of the syllabus for a prescribed public examination or the National 
Curriculum. 

 

The Local Education Authority adopts these criteria for remission in respect of other provision. 

 

9. Where the Governing Body of a school adopts a remissions policy which is less generous than that 
of the LEA in respect of an activity provided by the school for which provision is included in the 



school’s budget share, the LEA will take account in its resource allocation formula of the relevant 
proportion of the income accruing to the school for that activity. 

   

10. Monitoring and review  

This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis, or in light of any changes to relevant legislation, by 

the headteacher. 

The next scheduled review date for this policy is October 2026 
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